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time were Christianity and the Cult af Mithwas (Rutherford, 72). According to the tenets of
Persian religion, Mithras was the sun god, personifying the qualities of purity and honesty. He
was also a warrior, battling for truth and justice in an eternal cosmic war between the forces of
good and evil. Legend had it that Mithras had slain a bull whose bloodshed provided the

Earth’s life force (Rutherford, 72).

One can gain a better understanding of “Londinium”, and a better understanding
of the beliefs that much of the Roman military most likely built their lives upon, in the 3"
century AD, by studying the Cult of Mithras. The secret societies that evolved around the
worship of Mithras were highly organized and exclusive, only allowing a limited number of
members. In London, Julius’ father, Rufus, is proud to be a member of the cult, because of this.
The Cult of Mithras was mostly popular among merchants and the military (Rutherford, 72).
While Julius attends a ritual ceremony with his father, he learns that Martina’s husband, the

Mariner-another military man, is also a member of the cult (Rutherford, 76).

By studying the status of religion in Roman London, one can also gain information
regarding the economic and social classes of the citizens living therein, and their religious
implications. Because the Cult of Mithras was secret, exclusive, and most popular among
wealthy citizens such as merchants and the Roman military, it can arguably be referred to as a
religion for the wealthy. It is also perhaps significant that the deity the religion revolved
around was a god who achieved greatness through cosmic military victory. Therefore, it is easy
to conclude that persons involved in the military would follow the tenets of such a religion.

Rutherford points out through his narrative that Christianity, on the other hand, is a religion



Crucifixion, Diego Velazquez Mithras, slaying the legendary bull
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“The role of the Roman army in the spread and practice of Mithraism”. Plutarch states
that the cult arrived in Italy “as a result of Pompey the Great’s defeat of the Cilician
pirates, who practiced ‘strange sacrifices of their own...and celebrated certain secret
rites, amongst which those of Mithra continue to the present time, having been first
instituted by them’ (Plutarch, 24-5, cited in Daniels). This particular study is very
extensive and goes into greater detail regarding various areas in which Mithraism
developed among members of the Roman army. However, by glancing over the various
accounts, the one related to Italy through Plutarch’s writing seems to be the most

directly related to a primary source.
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3" century tauroctony fresco, found in a mithraeum at
Marino, Italy
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detail of the scorpion attacking the bull’s
testicles
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mithraeum, location and date unknown
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The Birth of Venus, Botticelli Mithras, slaying the bull
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