Roman Legion

The invasion and eventual settling of Londinium by the Roman Empire
would not have been possible if it weren’t for the amazing and unbeatable legion
army that it had created. Based off the Greek phalanx formation, over time the
Roman legion gained vast improvements and upgrades due to technology and
military minds, which propelled it to be the most unbeatable force the world had

ever seen.

In no way would a full scaled invasion of Britannia have been successful if it
wasn’t for the superiority of the Roman
Legion. Here we will discuss the formations
and general assembly of the Roman Legion so
that it can be understood how an army could

be so successful with its tactics.

Roman Legions prepare for battle!

The army which would have invaded Britannia and secured Londinium,

would have been the “Classic” Legion. This legion was coined under Augustus and
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different types of soldiers. Archers, Cavalry, foot soldiers, heavy infantry were the
main use of legion and took up five thousand two hundred and forty spots on the
six thousand man roster of a legion. The smaller difference consisted of
centurions, military tribunes, officers and specialty troops. The specialty troops of
the legion were soldiers who were taken out of the context of normal duties.
They consisted of veterinarians, priests, engineers who built structures and camps
for the legion, hunters for food, armorers for battle gear, and surveyors who
would go out at night and find a suitable place for the ever advancing legion to
rest. Here we can see a detailed chart of the division of a Roman Legion, courtesy

of (www.roman-empire.net)

1 Contubernium - 8 men

10 Contubernia 1 Century 80 men

2 centuries 1 maniple 160 men
6 centuries 1 cohort 480 men
10 cohorts + 120 horsemen 1 legion 5240 men

*1 Legion = 9 normal cohorts (9 x
480 Men) + 1 "First Cohort" of 5
centuries (but each century at the
strength of a maniple, so 5 x 160
Men) + 120 Horsemen = 5240
Men

This is the way of the Roman of A.D. 43 when the Roman forces overran

Britannia, and established Londinium. The Roman Conquest was a directly made
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Londinium a worldwide trade center and eventually one of the most influential

cities in the history of the entire world “London,”

Pre-Rome London

Not much is to be said of the influence of London before the Roman
conquest. Reason being London had no significant place in history at that time,
nor did it bear an essential need to any that
had come across it. The Romans saw in
Londinium, a river of endless possibilities
and quickly set their sight on a piece of land

by the Thames River.

Ancient swamp and marsh land which was London

hefare the Roman occiination.

Yet to understand how London became the significant and influential
cultural center it was after the Roman occupation, it is necessary to understand
London before the Roman invasion of Britannia. Although there is some evidence
of a few pre-historic settlements, London was never a point of any significance. In

fact the only positive aspect of the London area was the Thames River. Even that



was questionable, because the surrounding land which the river ran through was

a mix of marsh and swamp land. (www.britainexpress.com)

Despite numerous excavations and

archeological finds, there is no evidence to

p

suggest that there was ever a permanent

D e e e

city settlement in the area of London. There

has been discoveries of scattered attempts

at farming as well as burial grounds

ST O i e e B e suggesting that there may have been

numerous nomadic tribes that made their way through the area. An old myth
states that Brutus of Troy founded London after he defeated the giants named
Gog and MaGog, and then named the city “New Troy.” Yet no evidence of this has
been found and the general opinion is that before the Romans occupied the
London and Britannia territory there were no permanent settlements of any

significance.(www.britannia.com)

Roman London
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